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Bill Type and Number: Ordinance 2012-284
Introducer/Sponsor(s): Council Member Lee
Date of Introduction: April 24, 2012
Committee(s) of Reference: R, F
Date of Analysis: April 26, 2012
Type of Action: Amendment of prior ordinance
Bill Summary: The bill amends prior Ordinance 2007-401-E which established the current Unified Courthouse Program by adding new language to Section 4 – Responsibilities of the Architectural Review Committee, Chief Judge and Council President – to mandate that the Mayor and the members of the Unified Courthouse Project management team must consult with the State Attorney in addition to the Chief Judge and Council President when making decisions about the courthouse and State Attorney’s Office design and furnishing.  New language is also added urging the Mayor and Unified Courthouse Project management team to move as promptly and efficiently as possible to design and renovate the old Federal Courthouse into the new State Attorney’s Office.
Background Information: During the deliberations of the Council’s Courthouse Oversight Committee the State Attorney has expressed dissatisfaction with the lack of progress being made on the design and construction of the old Federal Courthouse renovation to house the State Attorney’s Office and with the lack of consultation that has taken place with her staff before critical decisions have been made which affect the design and the construction timeline for the building.  The Courthouse Architectural Review Committee is currently required to consult with the Chief Judge and the Council President about plans, specifications, designs, and other factors affecting the courthouse project.  This bill adds the State Attorney to the list of public officials who must be consulted regarding the progress of the project.
Policy Impact Area: Courthouse and State Attorney’s Office construction
Fiscal Impact: None
Analyst: Clements
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